
30 October 2020 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 

The NI Assembly has confirmed that all schools will re-open as planned on Monday 
November 2.  We are all very aware that since the original re-opening of schools in 
September, infection rates have risen very worryingly.  On the very last day of term, we 
reached the situation where we did not have the key staff in order to run the school, and had 
to close one day early.  We are very aware that other schools in the area have been even 
harder hit, some having to close more than once.  We plan to open fully to all students and 
staff and also to be prepared to meet the challenge should any future closure be required. 

Within DE guidelines which decided on full return to school, we already had all possible 
protective measures in place from September, and we are very, very grateful to all students, 
staff and parents/guardians for making those measures work. 

Shimna Restart Document 

Please find attached our updated Shimna Restart document, which you can also find on our 
website under the 20/21 button.  Our safety arrangements are the same with the following 
updates for Autumn/Winter weather.  I would be very grateful if you could take some time 
this weekend to revisit the Shimna Restart document with your daughter/son.  After a break, 
every one of us needs reminders. 

Autumn/Winter Updates 

Even when the weather is bad, please stick to the arrangements for leaving students off and 
collecting them in Donard Park and do not come into the school grounds, neither to the back 
nor the front of the school; 

Invest in thermals or re-purpose summer T shirts.  Think hats, gloves and scarves.  Please 
wear all your extra layers UNDER you uniform.  Remember that in order to keep rooms well 
ventilated, windows will be open; 

It is essential that you wear your mask.  While we have some emergency supplies at the 
office, a reusable one you have chosen for yourself will be much more comfortable and much 
more environmentally friendly.  For your own comfort, always bring two, and don’t forget to 
wash them every evening; 

A small number of students are medically exempt.  If you are medically exempt, please carry 
your lanyard with a Mask Exempt card with you at all times, so that no one nags you; 

If a staff member asks the class to wear their masks during class time, this will be for a very 
good reason, and I would ask you to do so.  Many staff are dealing with very difficult 
personal situations, as are many of our students’ families; 

We very much regret the fact that we have to ask parents/guardians and visitors not to come 
to school. 



We wish to place on record our thanks to all our community partners, who have closed down 
their activities during this very difficult period so that the school can remain secure. 

More and more of us are aware of friends and family who either have tested positive or who 
have had to isolate.  Keeping to the COVID-19 protective arrangements is even more 
challenging in the winter months.  The pressures on our examination years are particularly 
stressful.  For all our sakes, I will really appreciate your support in revisiting our updated 
Shimna Restart document and reminding all family members of the importance of keeping 
our school COVID-19 safe. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kevin Lambe 
Principal 
 


