
31 December 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
Re: January 2021 
 
You will be aware that the Minister of Education has amended the arrangements for 
schooling for all students for the month of January to take account of the upsurge in COVID 
infections in Northern Ireland.  The new arrangements will be a relief to many 
parents/guardians concerned about the increasing risks, perhaps particularly now that 
vaccination is in the offing.  However, the new arrangements will also be a matter of concern 
to our examination year students, and they should be reassured that staff will prioritise their 
needs, and that the examination boards have made adjustments to what will be required for 
success in this year’s GCSEs and A levels.  The following are the arrangements for all 
schools, as set out by the Minister of Education: 

From next Monday (4 January): 

• Primary school pupils will be taught remotely until 11 January 2021, after which they 
will attend school for face to face teaching; 

• Post-primary pupils will also be taught remotely during the first week of January. 
From Monday 11 January pupils in years 8 to 11 will continue to be taught remotely 
until the end of January while pupils in years 12 to 14 will attend school for face-to-
face teaching; 

• Childcare settings including those attached to schools, pre-school facilities, nurseries 
and special schools to be open as usual; 

• Exams due to take place in January will be facilitated compliant with public health 
guidance and schools will have flexibility to deliver face-to-face teaching to pupils 
due to sit those exams, should they wish to do so; 

• Schools will accommodate vulnerable children and the children of key workers from 
the start of term. 

Term in Shimna will begin as planned on Tuesday 5 January with all students on 
remote learning.   A timetable will be sent out for years 8-10 on Monday, and subject 
teachers will be in touch with students in years 11-14.  Reminders will also be sent out of 
Google Classroom codes.  GCSE examinations in English and maths will go ahead week 
beginning 11 January 2021, and new arrangements for in-person revision sessions during 
week beginning 4 January 2021 will be sent out to all students sitting those examinations. NB 
The planned revision sessions on Monday will NOT now go ahead. 

Anyone whose password has expired should contact our ICT manager, Daniel Quinn 
dquinn954@c2kni.net from Monday 4 January. 

Anyone who does not have an electronic device to access Google Classroom or their school 
email should contact kcaulfield440@c2kni.net  

The school building will be open on Monday 4 January between 10.00am and 2.00pm for any 
staff or students who need access to collect belongings.  Should a student or member of staff 
need to come in, they are asked to spend as little time as possible in the school building, to 
wear a mask and to observe the one-way system at all times.  Sanitiser will be available.  



Since the return to school in September, students, staff and parents/guardians have worked on 
the assumption that we would face remote learning again.  Arrangements are in place, and all 
our staff will be working hard to support students and their families.  The following are 
reminders for us all: 

• The main vehicle through which staff provide learning materials is Google 
Classroom; 

• A register is maintained of any students who do not have access to a computer or who 
do not have wifi access and hard copy will be posted out; 

• Excellent additional material is available on BBC BiteSize in most subjects for 
students in years 8-11 and for GCSE; 

• Every form class has a Google Classroom and students may contact their form teacher 
if they need support; 

• The central contact point for all parents/guardians is our main email address 
info@shimna.newcastle.ni.sch.uk and your concern will be forwarded to the 
appropriate staff member; 

• All messages to parents/guardians will be sent using SchoolComms, with hard copy 
for any family unable to access the system; 

• Many students thrive on remote learning, and quickly developed the skills of personal 
organisation required.  Good communication is essential for the support of students 
who lose focus or who have difficulty motivating themselves.  Staff will use Google 
Classroom, email and phone contact with parents/guardians to support and encourage 
those students and would ask parents/guardians to keep in good touch; 

• Parents/guardians are asked to remember that, from 11 January, all of our examination 
years 12-14 will be on full timetable, and that staff will be teaching during the 
timetabled classes of these year groups. Your patience will be appreciated should you 
need to be in touch about concerns relating to years 8-11; 

• All our safety arrangements will continue in place, and our COVID marshals will 
continue cleaning high touch surfaces, reminding us to wear masks at all times and to 
observe the one-way system; 

• Our website continues to provide contact information for many helplines and support 
organisations for families and individuals under pressure. You will also find contact 
details for Think U Know, which is the best support for students and families with 
concerns about internet safety; 

• Any safeguarding concerns should be emailed to kcaulfield440@c2kni.net ; 
• Our school counsellor will continue to be available to students and contact 

arrangements will be sent out through SchoolComms; 
• Our classroom assistant team will be providing additional support to the students in 

their class; 
• Aaron Smith will continue to support those students who are shielding or who require 

additional support with remote learning; 
• Arrangements for supervision of the children of key workers, should this be required, 

will be sent out. 

Please keep a careful watch on our SchoolComms communications and emails during these 
turbulent times and please keep yourself and everybody else safe and well. 
 
Kevin  


