
For your Consideration. 
A number of factors are making study in the Republic of Ireland a choice 
Northern Ireland students may want to consider. 

Shimna Integrated College has a strong history of students heading to the RoI to 
university: Alec studied financial mathematics at University College Galway; Aisling 
won an Exhibition scholarship to study law at Trinity College Dublin; Ciara currently 
studies politics at University College Dublin; Frances studied law and business at 
Dublin City University, Meadbh ni Hir studied Irish and translation studies at 
University College Galway; Corrin studied at the Lir Academy of Dramatic Art at 
Trinity, Ellie and Ruairi are currently studying music and performance at the British 
and Irish Modern Music Institute in Dublin.                                                       
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Studying in the Republic of 
Ireland 

SHIMNA INTEGRATED COLLEGE 

Corrin Thomas 
Lir Academy of 
Dramatic Art, Trinity 
College Dublin, 
now a successful 
actor in New York. 

Meadbh ni Hir 
Studied Irish and 
translation at 
University College 
Galway now studies 
German in Berlin 

Ciara Murray 
Studies psychology 
at University 
College Dublin.

TRADITIONAL 
UNIVERSITIES 

Trinity College Dublin; 
University College 
Dublin; University 

College Cork; 
University College 
Galway; University 
College, Maynooth

NEW UNIVERSITIES 
Dublin City University; 
University of Limerick; 

Dublin Institute of 
Technology; 

SEE ALSO  
BIMM - British and Irish 

Modern Music

CLOSE AT HAND 
Dundalk Institute of 
Technology is within 

travelling distance for 
many of our students.



Just like our universities in Northern Ireland and 
universities across the water, the universities in RoI 
have different entry requirements and preferences. 

Like the Russell Group universities, of which Queen’s University in 
Belfast is one, Trinity College Dublin and University College 
Dublin, Cork, Galway and Maynooth prefer the ‘enabling’ 
subjects: English Literature; mathematics; further mathematics; 
physics; chemistry; biology, French; German; Irish; Spanish; 
history; geography - politics and philosophy and ethics are also well regarded. RoI universities now 
accept: software systems development; digital technology; moving image arts. 

One important point to note: in Northern Ireland, ALL schools must by law provide at least one third 
of their subjects as an applied option.  Unfortunately, the RoI universities listed above do not count 
grades achieved in many applied subjects. Always check what is accepted in the year you apply. 

How To Apply 

The CAO process opens on 5th November, and the early online application deadline is 20th January; 
normal application deadline 1st February and last application deadline 1st May.  There are Level 8 
courses (honours degree), Level 7 courses (ordinary degree) and Level 6 courses (Higher Certificate).  
You can apply for up to ten courses, and you need to put them in order of preference.  You don’t 
submit a personal statement nor a reference from your school.  This means that the application in 
some ways takes less work than UCAS, but it does mean that decisions are made purely on your 
grades, and you don’t have the opportunity to tell the university anything else about yourself.  With 
UCAS, you will receive offers a number of weeks after you apply, whereas with CAO, you don’t hear 
back until after your A level results come out. UCAS will tell you the grades you need, whereas CAO 
will tell you the number of points students needed the year before.  There are advantages and 
disadvantages to both systems.  The important thing is to choose the college and the course for you.
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THINGS TO CONSIDER 

FUNDING CONSIDERATIONS 
The funding arrangements in Northern Ireland, RoI, Scotland, Wales, 
England and the European Union change each year, so it is always 
important to research up to date information.  However, for the coming 
September, the following arrangements are in place:  

Fees are lower than for universities across the water and you can get a loan 
to cover the fees.  If you have a household income of less that £19.000, you 
can apply for a maintenance grant.  RoI is an excellent option if the course 
suits your needs, and if you are successful in gaining a place, and of course 
have a good backup option because many courses are very oversubscribed..  

Aisling Murray won an Exhibition 
Scholarship to study law at Trinity 
College Dublin.

Alec Cole studied 
financial mathematics at 
University College 
Galway.


