
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 
 
Re: Week beginning 7 December. 
 
As a result of a small number of staff having to isolate, I have had to take serious decisions 
in relation to student attendance during week beginning 7 December. My priorities are: the 
safety of all our students, staff and their families in the run up to Christmas; giving priority 
to continuity for our examination years, 11-14. Due to a number of staff having to isolate in 
relation to COVID-19, the following arrangements will be in place for the week: 
 

• Years 11-14 will attend on normal timetable and staff will give priority to ensuring 
that they are fully supported towards GCSE and A level; 

• In KS3, students will attend as follows, and work at home on the other days: 
 

o Year 8 attend on Monday and Tuesday  
o Year 9 attend on Wednesday and Friday 
o Year 10 attend on Tuesday and Thursday 

 
Staff are working hard to provide the necessary remote learning on googleclassroom, and 
will provide hard copies of work to those students who do not have computer access. Staff 
will also direct students towards work on BBC BiteSize and other subject specific apps which 
can be done on a phone or iPlayer.  Exam papers will be provided for those subjects in 
which students have been unable to sit their December exams, but I would emphasise that 
students should not stress about exam results. The main use of these exams will be to show 
staff where students will need more support in the coming term. 
 
I know that you will share my concern at further disruption to students’ learning, and will 
also share my concern that we ensure the safety of everyone in the school community. With 
even a small number of staff needing to isolate, and the need to minimise bringing in 
additional staff, we have to be able to guarantee students’ safety and the maintenance of 
our safety and supervision arrangements.  
 
Please be assured that a deep clean of any potentially affected areas of the school has been 
completed, and that our COVID marshals continue to clean high touch areas throughout the 
school. I should be grateful if you would remind your daughter/son how important it is that 
everyone of us play our part by wearing the mask, observing the one way system, keeping 
strictly to our year group or class bubble when inside the building. 
 
 


