
Supporting your student 

Help at Home

Use the homework diary to

keep track of what your 

student is up to.
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Homework comes in many forms.  Homework 
might of course be a traditional maths exercise 
which gives the student plenty of practice in the 
skills learnt that day in class.  
Homework might be vocabulary to learn, and 
repetition is key.  Your help in testing vocabulary 
is particularly useful.  if you don’t speak the 
language, you will soon pick up some 
vocabulary yourself.
Homework might be designing a title page.  This 
might seem like a very simple exercise, but a 
well designed page reflects a student’s 
understanding of the whole unit of work.  Having someone to explain the design to 
can help shape ideas.
Homework might be watching a video clip or a TV programme.  Watching together 
and listening to how the programme links with classwork can help make sense of it all.
Homework can be preparation for work to be done in class.  This kind of 
homework can be underestimated.  It is very important to take this kind of 
homework seriously, so that your student is very well prepared for the work to 
be done in class.  When it comes to GCSE, the skills of preparation and drafting 
will be essential to a good grade.
Homework might be to design and make something: a musical instrument that plays; 
a board game that pulls together all the facts; a scientific experiment that works.  This 
kind of homework can’t be done well the night before unless plenty of thinking has 
gone on from the day the homework was set.  You may have to help search for 
materials, help good ideas form or set aside some extra time.
When your student gets ahead of you in a subject, ask her/him to explain.  Explaining 
to others really helps crystallise new ideas and make sense of them.

Learning Out of School

Eat Good Stuff
Breakfast is essential, and we 

serve breakfast at Shimna if you 
miss out before you leave the 

house.

Sleep
Students need lots of it.  

Get plenty of sleep on school 
nights.  Save yourself for the 

weekend!



Learning out of school isn’t 
just the homework teachers set. Students watch programmes, films 
and YouTube clips. They read books, magazines and websites. 
They blog, write in their diaries and Facebook. They go with you on 
trips and visits.  They do things on computers and phones that you 

may never understand.  They learn through everything they do...

Help with Equipment
Everyone needs pencils, pens, a rubber, a 
sharpener, a ruler, a protractor, a calculator - a 
scientific calculator from year 10.  A decent pencil 
case keeps equipment together.  Colouring pencils 
last longer than felts.  Highlighters are great for 
reading homeworks, to pick out main points.

Each student in years 8-10 has a homework diary, and each has a 
homework timetable.  If you are in the habit of reading the diary 
together at home, your student will be much more likely to make a 
note of homework in good detail, so that you can talk together about 
what is required.  Many homeworks are for the next day, and some are 
to be worked at over a number of days.  Your help in planning the 
timing of homeworks will be invaluable.

Things that make a difference - check out our FaceBook page for news and 
gossip and photos etc.

A place to work
• Not everybody can have a room of their

own and space for a desk, but a work
surface and a bit of peace at a set
homework time is essential.  There is the
homework club if family life is noisy.

Comfort while you work
• A cup of tea or a mug of hot chocolate

can help a hard worker feel appreciated,
and that their work is respected.  At
revision time, the wee comforts are
particularly welcome.

A listening ear
• A listening ear can make all the

difference, whether it is to ideas for a
story, testing vocabulary, talking through
a maths problem...  Being a willing reader
of drafts is very useful too.

Help manage homework

Learning OnLine at Home.
Students will be introduced to websites which they can use at home to practise and revise, 
eg. the maths department uses mymaths the languages department uses linguascope. We 
also have our own VLE, or virtual learning environment, called Fronter, and class teachers will 
explain to students how to find homework help, past papers etc. on Fronter.   Staff will also 
introduce students to lots of useful apps for learning, which they can use on phones, iPads 
or. Phones can be distraction, but they can also be a powerful learning tool.

Clubs and extra curricular activities - our Extra booklet on the website 
has examples of these.  Our maths and literacy clubs run every week, 
the chemistry club advertises on the main notice board.  All our 
languages offer clubs and activities outside class time.  Check out 
Extra, and get your student to keep an eye out on the notice board.
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