
19 April 2020 
 
Dear Students 
 
RE: Start of our Summer Term 
 
I hope that you have managed to have an enjoyable Easter.  This is a very strange letter to be 
writing about the start of term, when we will all still be working from home.  The start of 
term is, however, always an opportunity for a fresh start.  
 
1 Keeping in Touch 
 
The first thing we would like you to do is to check in with your form teacher.  You can use 
email or google classroom.  If you can’t find your form teacher’s school email address, use 
info@shimna.newcastle.ni.sch.uk and write the name of your form teacher in the subject bar.  
Your form teacher would love to hear from you, just to be in touch. 
 
2 Keeping Track of Information 
 
A copy of all the information we send out to students and parents/guardians is available on the 
COVID-19 button on the Shimna website, including helplines and sources of support.  
 
https://www.shimnaintegratedcollege.org/covid-19  
 
3 Keeping Learning 
 
Most of you have been able to get online, or use material posted out to you, and set 
yourselves a routine which allowed you to continue learning.  Now that we know that there 
won’t be GCSE, A Level or school exams ahead you can concentrate on learning for 
learning’s sake.  Year 12 and year 14 will want to focus on making sure they have the 
knowledge and skills for what they will be doing next year.  Year 11 and 13 will want to 
make sure they will be ready to make a good start to their next school year.  Students in KS3 
should keep up good habits of learning, and enjoy what they are doing. 
 
One big problem can be getting onto a computer if you haven’t got one, haven’t got wifi or if 
you are having to share with brothers, sisters and parents.  From Monday 20 April, you will 
also be able to work with BBC Bitesize on new materials which they will be adding every 
day.  You can access the classes on computer, on your phone or on the red button of the 
television.  
 
Check out https://twitter.com/bbcbitesize/status/1251195891026784256?s=20  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv  
 
Get the phone app or use the Red Button the television. 
 
 
 
Here is the Bitesize Key Stage 3 timetable for next week, and there will be new material 
every week: 
 



 
 
As always, if you have a problem with your password, contact Peter Yabsley at 
pyabsley524@c2kni.net 
 
 
4 Year 10 GCSE Choices 
 
Thank you very much to everyone who has emailed me their choices form.   If you still need to 
send me your choices, take a photo of the form and email it to me at klambe327@c2kni.net   
Don’t hesitate to email me any queries.  
 
5 Keeping Yourself Safe 
 
All of us are spending more time on our computers and phones, and it is even more important that 
we all keep ourselves safe online.  If you need to report online abuse of any kind, you can use the 
red button on the ThinkUKnow link on the Check In page of the Shimna website.  
 
Keep safe, support your parents/guardians and look after yourselves. 
 
 
Peace and love 
 
Kevin 
 
 
 


